recently. The final part of the essay will briefly review the concept of "interests of the international community" as perceived by judicial organs.
i
The Principle of Sustainable Development
From a mere philosophical concept to a general principle of law, sustainable development is now well placed in international law. In the last twenty-five years, the notion, upon reflection of generational equity and sustainability of natural resources for mankind, has gradually found its way into economic and social programs of States, and in the corpus of international law. After years of debate since the 1972 Stockholm Conference on the relationship between environment and development, States ultimately came to the consensus at the Rio Conference on Environment and Development in 1992 that,
The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet developmental and environmental needs of present and future generations. In order to achieve sustainable development, environmental protection shall constitute an integral part of the development process and cannot be considered in isolation from it.1
In the wake of the Rio Conference, a series of world conferences and actions on environment and development reaffirmed the concept. 2 The first case in which the icj has the occasion to discuss the concept of sustainable development is a dam project dispute between Hungary and Slovakia submitted to the Court for settlement by a Special Agreement concluded between the parties in 1993, one year after the Rio Conference.3 The parties held differences over the termination and implementation of the 1977 Treaty between Hungary and Czechoslovakia on the Construction and Operation of the Gabčikovo-Nagymaros Barrage System of Locks. The project, located on the boundary river of Danube, was jointly invested by the parties under the said Treaty. Due to alleged environmental risks, Hungary in 1989 unilaterally suspended and subsequently abandoned the works of the Nagymaros Project
